10. THE CHINESE AND ABUSIVE LANGUAGE
A deputation on behalf of whites from the Transvaal mines waited
upon Lord Selborne on July 1, and prayed for protection for the whites
against Chinese labourers. It stated that the whites did not behave badly
towards the Chinese; that, since thirty or forty Chinese worked under a
white supervisor, it was not difficult for the Chinese to take his life in the
event of a riot; that the Chinese frequently insulted their white boss by
using foul language and making indecent gestures; and that the language
they used was so foul that it was impossible for the deputation to repro-
duce it. They said that a white man would not take such an insult lying
down. In vhis reply. Lord Selborne said that there had been only twenty
cases of assault by the Chinese until then, though the Chinese labour num-
bered 40,000; that their complaint about the language was without subs-
tance, for the white himself used abusive language and set a bad example*
It was harmful to the whites themselves to indulge in drink and indecent
behaviour in the presence of the Chinese. If one uses abusive words while
addressing persons utterly ignorant of the language, they pick them up
parrot-like, and it is then very difficult to mend matters. Moreover, he
said, the whiteness of the whites should not be limited to their skin only
but should permeate within also; that is, they should have the art of indu-
cing respect, obedience and awe in others by their own exemplary conduct.
Then only could they be called white in reality. In brief, he held the
whites themselves responsible for the ugly behaviour of the Chinese, and
indicated the need of winning the Chinese over by their own good behavi-
our. Several other difficulties also were placed by the deputationists before
Lord Selborne, who promised to give adequate attention to them.
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//. SALT TAX IN INDIA
DR, HUTCHINSON'S STRONG CRITICISM
The tax levied on salt in India has always been a subject of criticism.
This time it has been criticised by the well-known Dr. Hutchinson, who
says that it is a great shame for the British Government in India to continue
it, while a similar tax previously in force in Japan has been abolished.
The tax should be immediately abolished. Salt is an essential article in
our dietary. It could be said that to a certain extent, the increasing incid-
ence of leprosy in India was due to the salt tax. Dr. Hutchinson considers
the salt tax a barbarous practice, which ill becomes the British Government.
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